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INTERVIEW – GRAHAM HARDING : 14
TH

 April 2008 
 

 

Been Chairman? Twice. 

 

Came to Blaby as a child of 7 in 1959. Lived in the village for most of my life apart from a 

few years away at University. (BSc). 

 

3 years in Market Narborough. Before returning in 1978. 

 

Born in Newmarket. Lived in Leicester my early years. Not a Blaby family.  

Came to Blaby with Dad’s work? He just decided to move out of Leicester. Typical after 

the war. 

 

I’m married to Margaret. No children. Been married 33 years this year – married 1975. 

 

Spent the first 3 years in M.Harboro’. because I worked at British Steel, Corby and then 

moved back in ‘78 and moved to work at what was GEC in 1980. Been there ever since. 

 

Joined the Council in 1987 or 88.  

 

Why did I join? I thought it would be useful to give something back to the community. It’s a 

community I’ve lived in a long while and it was an opportunity to give something back. And 

also a chance to do something I thought would be interesting. If you get nothing out of it 

there’s no point. That’s one of the key things. To make sure you get some satisfaction. 

 

Satisfaction? Yes. On the whole. 

 

Particularly interested in Planning. Served mainly on Planning, GP & Staff & Finance 

Committee, which I’m currently Chairman of (last 3 years). 

 

Served 2 terms as Chairman. During my first term we moved into the current offices in 

Western Drive and we bought our first vehicle. 

 

Also served on 3 occasions as Vice Chairman of PC. 

 

Organisations/Hobbies? Have been involved in Village organisations in the past. 

Although not currently. Helped with the Courier for about 7 years in the late 80s/90s. Also a 

member of the Carnival Committee for a number of years at the same time. Not involved with 

any other village organisations at the moment. 

 

Am the Vice Chairman of Voluntary Action for Blaby District, which is the new organisation  

that covers what was the CVS and Volunteer Bureau. 

. 

We merged the 2 just over a year ago. They look after all the volunteering in Blaby District. 

They are responsible for all the volunteering activities. They run the community transport 

scheme which provides cars. They run some mental health projects and run a garden project 

Place to Grow which is based next to Enderby Leisure Centre where a number of groups go 

to do work on the gardens. 
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Is a charity – all unpaid. That’s taken up a lot of my life over the last couple of years 

particularly with the merger. A heavy piece of work to bring together the two totally different 

organisations into one group. 

 

Hobbies? Not a lot. Quite like the theatre. We used to be members of the Haymarket 

Theatre Society for a large number of years. 

 

The new theatre? If they show anything worthwhile! One of the problems with the 

Haymarket was it started to show weird and wonderful things. Started to show plays that 

nobody wanted and then wondered why they didn’t get any audiences. 

 

Other than that don’t have many hobbies. The garden? Well, the garden’s there! 

Can I take that as a ‘No’ then? I do what I need to do. Wouldn’t say it was a hobby. 

I do a bit of photography. Not so much these days. Got fed up with carrying round a bag that 

got bigger and bigger and heavier and heavier 

 

Have you discovered digital? Yes. I do miss the single lens reflex though. Just got so heavy 

to carry around because I had several different lenses and a motor drive. 

 

Parish Councils obviously, nationally, going through a difficult time. Where do you see 

PCs heading? Do you think they have a future? 

 

I hope the PC does have a future. It is an important tier of local government. It is the closest to 

the people and it’s the area that allows people to have close contact. 

 

District Council is all very well but it covers very large areas and can become 

disproportionate. 

 

And although everybody has a District Councillor who supports them its very difficult for s 

single D.Cllr to have any influence because you’re talking about 30 odd Dcs and one person 

can’t have a big impact in that area. 

 

Whereas. in a PC you have 18 people, locally, who hopefully on important issues will be on 

your side, not always of course. 

 

Do you think the PC has any influence? 
I’d like to think it does. The one thing I find very good, up to a point, it’s been a non-political 

organisation. That’s one of the problems with the higher tiers. Politics come in. Then people 

are making decisions based on politics rather than on people. Whereas with the PC level 

because notionally not a political org. can make decisions not based on whar is best for our 

people not based on party politics. 

 

It also has the good effect that as an individual you can support one group of people on one 

issue and a totally different group on another Nobody tells you you’ve got to vote for this or 

that. At that level, the Parish is a much better animal. 

 

I would hope it has a future. You hear Government ministers at times say about PCs….. 

 

One of the things, they’re trying to engulf us in so many regulations and things it is becoming 

very difficult to operate. I think we’re also frightening people away, Certainly with the 

Disclosures of Interest & Register of Members’ Interests, many PCs resigned; felt it was an  

Intrusion into their lives. A great disappointment because Councils lost many good people. 
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It is disappointing that we have to account for almost every penny we get from anywhere but 

MPs can have hundreds of thousands of pounds with nothing….. 

 

I think some of the things that have been introduced are good. In the past there has been a 

notion that PCs were just a group of people with self-interests. And in some cases they were. 

I’ve seen over the years people join the PC thinking it would be of personal benefit to them 

and they very quickly found it was not. 

 

You must get satisfaction out of the job. If you don’t enjoy it, why do it?   There’s no point in 

doing it, if not. But if you do it for personal gain, then you’re in the wrong profession. 

 

Although PCllrs. can have an allowance, Blaby does not and I’ve never claimed a penny in 

expenses. 

 

I feel like that is something I can give back if I have to go off to a meeting somewhere but 

having said that I wouldn’t want to stop someone joining the PC because they have financial 

problems. It would be very disappointing if anyone who wanted to couldn’t come because 

they couldn’t afford it. That would be wrong. Should be open to anybody who could have a 

useful input. 

 

Concerned at how much responsibilities you give to PCs. There are councils at parish level 

that do want to take on more responsibilities. I think that’s a dangerous move. I think the 

responsibilities we have at the moment are probably adequate and I wouldn’t want to see 

them enhanced. 

 

The problem is the cost of financing it. You’d never get the true monies back. If we take on 

DC jobs we’ll just end up having to find more money to pay for them. The DC will spend it 

on something else. They won’t give it back. We’ll lose it. 

 

What are the things I think I have achieved in my time? Opening the office was one of my 

achievements (in 1993 or 1994) when I was Chairman.. 

 

We’ve managed to enhance the staff and have a good….. 


