
MEET YOUR BLABY PARISH COUNCILLORS - MARIAN BROOMHEAD 
 
 
Marian Broomhead was born in Coventry and has lived in Blaby with husband Peter for 35 
years. Their two sons grew up and were educated here. Marian has recently retired from the 
NHS, fulltime, but is still retained on the nursing bank. Her last position was working on 
oncology. 
 
She feels that her desire to serve the community is a direct consequence of her work in a 
caring profession. She says, “I’m a people person and my work was all about listening and 
listening skills are important for a councillor. Listening to people is necessary but 
communication is as crucial. If somebody has a problem we must let that person know the 
outcome of our investigations, whether we can help them or not.” 
 
In May 2007, Marian stood for the District Council. She was unsuccessful, but discovered a 
great deal about herself and about what people wanted from their councillors. She says that 
living in a community, she wants the same things as everyone else. 
 
“As a Council, she says, “we have a responsibility to the community because we are 
handling their money. We have to think very carefully about our spending. We must be very 
conscious that if we overspend, people’s rates go up.” 
 
Marian has been with Blaby Parish Council for four years. She is currently the Chairman of 
the General Purposes Committee and also serves on the Staff and Finance Committee and 
the Social Working Party. She enjoys the General Purposes Committee because, “It’s 
miscellaneous. You get a bit of everything. If the Council doesn’t know what to do with a 
subject…it goes to G.P!” Marian enjoys being part of the Social Working Party because its 
aim is to try to make people aware of the Parish Council and its work.  
 
She feels that Parish Council work is important. The Council is non-political and can be a 
person’s first port of call if they have a problem. Not everything can be addressed at “grass 
roots’ level” but the work is important. “We must not allow Parish Councils to be swallowed 
up. If you lose your Parish Council,” Marian believes, “you’ve lost your community. And once 
lost, you won’t get it back. I don’t think people realise that. People take things like their 
Parish Council for granted.” 
 
Marian wants to see more people being involved in the community and particularly would like 
to attract more young people. “Not just those,” she says, “from backgrounds where parents 
are involved in everything, but the young people who don’t get that kind of support. They 
probably have very good ideas about what is needed. We must make contact with them. It’s 
their community as much as ours.” 
 
As to the future, Marian wants to think that Blaby will remain prosperous and she will work 
towards that end. She says, “Whenever I’m out, I always try to promote the Council. I’m 
available even in the tearooms or at the bus stop. Nothing’s ever too much trouble because 
once you’ve put yourself forward for public life, you can’t shy away from it. That’s what you’re 
there for. I don’t mind people stopping me in the street. At least they’ve recognised me and 
that’s good. Because I’ve promoted myself and by doing so I’ve promoted Blaby Parish 
Council and that’s what we need to do and keep on doing.” 
 
 


